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Abstract

This study focuses on the period from 1935 to 1949 and adopts the framework of
translation studies to investigate the translation, introduction, and reception of Gydrgy
Lukécs's literary and artistic thought in China during this era. From perspectives
encompassing translation, reception, assimilation, and influence, it situates Lukacs's theories
within the broader context of modern and contemporary cultural exchanges between China
and the West, conducting a systematic exploration. The research aims to provide a detailed
delineation of the early reception of Lukécs's literary theories in China, thereby analyzing
how the evolution of Chinese literary discourse since the founding of the People's Republic
has been shaped by the dissemination and interpretive appropriation of Lukécsian thought
within Chinese intellectual circles.

The first chapter introduces the historical and contextual background of the translation,
introduction, and reception of Gyorgy Lukacs’s literary and artistic thought in China. It
systematically examines the complexities of Lukacs’s theoretical “journey” into China,
analyzing both the international and domestic contexts that shaped the reception of his ideas
prior to the founding of the People’s Republic. The chapter investigates how Lukacs’s
theories gradually converged with Chinese leftist literary discourse within the historical and
logical framework of China’s intellectual milieu. It emphasizes the necessity of
comprehensively scrutinizing the intricate process through which Lukacs, mediated via Japan
and bearing a complex international identity, contributed to shaping leftist Chinese literary
and artistic paradigms. Ultimately, this chapter seeks to clarify the underlying logic by which
Lukécs’s literary theories entered and took root in China.

The second chapter analyzes the early localized reception of Gyorgy Lukacs’s literary
and artistic thought in China by Hu Feng. The translation and introduction of Lukécs during
this period carried a distinct narrative dimension, because his ideas became deeply
intertwined with leftist literary movements in China, and engaged with both Chinese and
foreign theories of socialist realism. By examining Hu Feng’s role in translating, interpreting,
and assimilating Lukdcs’s theories, this chapter aims to illuminate the dynamic dialogue
between Lukécs’s literary framework and Chinese literary discourse. Furthermore, it explores
how critiques of Lukéics in China were entangled with the political and ideological
ramifications of the Hu Feng Incident, revealing the broader sociocultural impact of this
theoretical interaction.

The third chapter provides an overview of the translation, introduction, and reception of
Gyorgy Lukacs’s literary and artistic thought by early Chinese leftist translators during the
period from 1935 to 1949. A meaningful reassessment of the significance of translating and
introducing Lukécs must be situated within the grand narrative of leftist literature and, more
broadly, Chinese literary history. To this end, this chapter offers a detailed analysis of the

translation activities of leftist translators such as Meng Shihuan and Yi Qun. By mapping the
|



broader trajectory of leftist translation practices, it investigates the specific motivations,
priorities, and collective characteristics of different translators. This approach not only
reveals the impact of Lukacs’s introduction on leftist literary translation but also opens a
window into understanding the reception of Hungarian literature in China.

The fourth chapter centers on the July School (Qiyue School) translators as examples to
explore their role in translating and accepting Lukécs’s ideas during the Anti-Japanese War
period. As Lukacs’s translators during this era were predominantly affiliated with the July
School, a focused examination of this group is critical to unraveling the broader phenomenon
of his reception. Key topics include: the translation principles and agendas of the July School
in wartime; the resonance of Lukacs’s On New Realism with Chinese debates on socialist
realism; and the intellectual resistance embodied in Lii Ying’s engagement with Narration
and Description amid widespread ideological critiques.

The final chapter investigates and synthesizes the connections between the influence of
Lukacs’s literary thought in China (1935-1949) and the “Sinicization” of Marxist literary
theory. This is articulated through three key aspects: firstly, the structural significance of
Lukacs’s ideas for shaping realist literary theory in China; secondly, their catalytic role in the
evolution of leftist literary trends; and thirdly, their contribution to the theoretical
construction of Marxist literary discourse in China. The chapter ultimately underscores how
the translation and reception of Lukdcs became a pivotal conduit for integrating Marxist
theory into China’s unique cultural and revolutionary context.

Keywords: Gyorgy Lukécs; Translations; Hungarian Literature; Chinese literature;

“Sinicization”
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NSRRI, Bl FE. BeEFAMEXZUONZHIRECE, N
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[2] &4, el E B SO (B [M]. K EAESCEH AR, 2009: 6.

[3] WRIE. BT EMET M. 55 5 ARG, 2003: 162.
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[3] # C/MUEKD) 1936 56 1 55 1 A1 1936 4F25 1 B2 2 .
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AR TAEESm, FREEBIgE, b i RE HIRE R IR RIT, AR E . B5E X
7R T —ErEM.

[9] # CEREHH#K « 51 1922 4F5 1 B4 17 .

[10] # (REHR « 501E) 1922 455 1 &2 20 #.

[11] AR, BI5 « SR A FAMEAM]. dba: NRHRAE, 1994: 222.

22



' PEX S RA B EN TR

5 20 AU T E K S AREAR, f7RAZE I 1935 FEFN I (LRNS
L) —SCHENRE, A XX DU BRI B9, FATSE ANBIEIREZ
SEONEE S, BEAR R EAE 20 SEACHE O 1 AT TIAREA, A, N4 EEF 1935
FAGNEE PTG EEXZR” 2/ 787 XOHE 30 AR 40 FRF
XF PR A SCIR BT AR A 7 LS R A I SCIR 2 R B A8 5] o [ 22 3
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LB ENATE, NI RSO R A A T DTk
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