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Abstract

During the Edo period (1603-1868) in Japan, the creation of Chinese poetry
flourished. Especially in the middle and late Edo period, Japanese Chinese poetry
gradually became independent from the study of Confucian classics and a large number
of poets emerged and poetry societies were established. Under the influence of Chinese
classical poetry and poetry theory, the Japanese poetry circle presented a distinct trend. In
the early Edo period, Chinese poetry was subordinate to Confucianism, and writing
Chinese poetry was merely a pastime for Confucian scholars; few were dedicated solely
to the creation of Chinese poetry. At the end of the 17th century and the beginning of the
18th century, under the influence of the Kogaku school represented by /to Jinsai (1627-
1705) and the Kokugaku school represented by Kamo no Soejiro (1666-1728), Chinese
poetry gradually became independent from the study of Confucian classics and formed
the creative proposition of "poetry must be like that of the Tang Dynasty, and prose must
be like that of the Qin and Han Dynasties". This retrogressive and Tang-oriented principle
had a significant impact on the Japanese poetry circle until the Tenmei (1781-1788) and
Kansei (1789-1800) periods, when the Koko Shisho, led by Ichikawa Kansai (1749-
1820), questioned the imitation and emulation of the Tang Dynasty and advocated
learning from Song poetry and writing fresh poetry. Thus, the trend in the Japanese
poetry circle changed again.

Ichikawa Kansai was a Chinese poet in the middle and late Edo period and the
leader of the Koko Shisho. His given name was Shizuki, and his pen names were
Genmei-ji and Kansai. He was from Ueno. Ichikawa Kansai successively followed
famous Confucian scholars to study Chinese studies and later established a poetry society,
remaining active in the poetry circle for a long time. He left behind a rich body of work
and achieved remarkable success in Chinese poetry. His existing Chinese poetry
collections, Kansai Zhaicao, Beili Ge, and Yigao of Mr. Kansai, contain a total of 1,040
Chinese poems he composed from his youth to his old age. Meanwhile, these three
creative periods are closely related to his life experiences. By comparing Ichikawa
Kansai's Kanshi creations in different periods, we can better grasp the changes in his
poetic style. Ichikawa Kansai also left behind a collection of prose works titled Yugao of
Mr. Kansai, which includes Kansai Mangaogao, Qiongpu Mengyu Lu, Jianghu Shengshi,
Baoyuelou Gujian Pu, etc. These works enrich our understanding of Ichikawa Kansai's
life experiences and social connections. The lower volume of Kansai Mangaogao



contains some of Ichikawa Kansai's letters and remarks, which are important materials
for studying his experiences, social interactions, and poetic concepts. In addition, the
Chinese and Japanese poetry collections compiled by Ichikawa Kansai in different
periods, such as Quan Tangshi Yi, San Jia Miaojue, Lushi Yizhu (three volumes), and
Nihon Shiki (fifty-two volumes), provide important materials for understanding the
creation and selection of Chinese poetry by Ichikawa Kansai in different periods.

Ichikawa Kansai's Chinese poetry creation was deeply influenced by his family
background. By examining his poetry collections, poetry anthologies, and poetry
criticism, it is found that his Chinese poetry style and historical pursuits are closely
related to his life experiences. Ichikawa Kansai's three poetry collections represent his
lifetime achievements in Chinese poetry and are closely related to his life experiences.
His Chinese poetry creation can be divided into three stages: early, middle, and late, with
Kansai Zhaicao, Beili Ge, and Yigao of Mr. Kansai as the main achievements, carrying
his different poetic concepts at different times. Ichikawa Kansai was influenced by his
father to study Chinese studies in his childhood, and his family cultural background laid
the foundation for his literary creation. In his early years, he studied Confucianism under
the scholars of the Kokugaku school, laying the foundation for his Chinese poetry and
leading him to follow the Kokugaku school and take Tang poetry as his model in his early
years. Later, he studied and held positions at the Shoheizaka Gakumonsho of the
shogunate. During this period, his study and communication with people like Hirasawa
Kyuzan, Kasai Inze, and Kojima Kokei brought him diverse poetic thoughts and inspired
him to continuously explore and innovate in his creations. In the process of continuous
learning and thinking, he gradually realized the drawbacks of imitating the ancient styles
and learning from the Tang Dynasty and turned to learning from the secular and daily
writing style of the Song Dynasty poetry, pursuing fresh and original poems. He gathered
Kanshi poets such as Ohashi Shifuku and Kashiwagi Jotei to establish the Edo poetry
society, jointly promoting the development and transformation of Kanshi creation in the
middle and late Edo period in Japan.

As an important Chinese poet in the middle and late Edo period, Ichikawa Kansai's
lifetime creation of Chinese poetry underwent a significant transformation, which was
closely related to his personal experiences and family background. At the same time, as
the head of the Jianghu poetry society, his change also had a major impact on the
transformation of the poetry style and theory of the Jianghu poetry society centered
around him and the entire poetry circle in the middle and late Edo period. By sorting out
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and studying his Chinese poetry collections Kansai Zhaicao, Beili Ge, and Yigao of Mr.
Kansai, this paper describes the development and changes of Ichikawa Kansai's Chinese
poetry creation and its influence on the Edo poetry circle, which is conducive to a deeper
understanding of the evolution of Chinese poetry in Japan during the middle and late Edo
period and its relationship with Chinese poetry and poetry theory.

Keywords: Ichikawa Kansai; Japanese Chinese-style poetry (Kanshi); Freshness;
Poetry of the Song Dynasty
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